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What is reproductive justice? 


Reproductive justice... 
is an idea, goal, and movement. 


Reproductive justice means... 
we can live safely. 


Reproductive justice focuses on... 

our ability to make choices about how we 
live. Reproductive justice means that we 
have choices, and that they are good, healthy 
choices. 
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When people talk about 
reproductive justice, the 
conversation usually focuses 
on health, especially the 
health of mothers, people 
who give birth, and babies. 


Though reproductive justice 
is about health, itis abouta 
lot more too. 


Reproductive justice has to 
do with anything that 
influences our wellbeing, 
survival, and ability to thrive 
because we deserve to do 
more than just make it 
through life. We deserve to 
be in control of our healthy, 
happy, and safe lives. 





To summarize: RJ has to 


do with everything! > 





How reproductive justice started 


Communities have always been 
fighting for their rights and to live 
healthy, happy, safe lives. 


In 1994, this fight was given a name: 
reproductive justice. 


In 1983, the first National 
Conference on Black Women's 
Health Issues took place at Spelman 
College and welcomed over one 
thousand Black women. 









Four leaders of the reproductive 
justice movement who wrote a book 
about the history of reproductive 
justice, titled Undivided Rights, 
credit this conference as what led to 
the National Black Women’s Health 
Project which they describe as “the 
first ever women of color 
reproductive justice organization.” 
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> Black women lead the way! + m na 
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In June 1994 at another conference, 12 Black women 
learned about the ideas that presidential candidate 
Bill Clinton had to fix healthcare. This conference, 
like the existing movement, focused on white women 
from higher income backgrounds and not on low- 
income or working class women of color. 


These Black women felt that the Clinton 
Administration was not doing enough for their needs, 
or for the Black community specifically, so they 
started working together as the Women of African 
Descent for Reproductive Justice to demand more. 
They paid for advertisements in two newspapers that 
included a letter to Congress with what they wanted. 
This letter was supported by 800 different signatures. 





BLACK WOMEN ON HEALTH CARE REFORM _ ister 
: ON 


Image of the ad run in The Washington Post, from August 16th, 1994, It is titled 


"Black Women on Health Care Reform" and is a letter to the Members of Congress. SisterSong logo 


In 1997, SisterSong was created in Atlanta, Georgia. 
SisterSong is a non-profit organization that continues 
reproductive justice work for women and nonbinary 
people of color and is"largest national multi-ethnic 
Reproductive Justice collective.” 











There are a lot of misunderstandings about reproductive justice, partly 
because it's not as popular of a term in the media, government, or non- 
profit work, as other issues. When people talk about reproductive justice in 
the media or government especially, it's often related to a focus on 
abortion. 


With non-profits that fight for reproductive justice by focusing ona 
specific social issue, they might name themselves and talk about that issue 
specifically. However, all social justice work is related to reproductive 
justice. 


NY Times Op-Ed Contributor Renee Bracey Sherman explains these 
connections beautifully in The Right to (Black) Life which was published 
on August 9th, 2017. Check out excerpts below! 


Yes, it’s essential that black women have the choice about whether 
to conceive and give birth. But this choice, without the ability to 
protect a child from violence, rings hollow. That’s why it’s 
important to understand that the fight for reproductive justice and 
the fight to end police brutality go hand in hand. 


State violence and control, whether through racist policing, the 
criminal justice system or the welfare system, are all issues at the 
core of reproductive justice. They are fundamentally about 
whether you, or the state, has control over your own body and 
destiny. 


The movement for reproductive justice, a human rights framework 
created by women of color in 1994, is not only about the ability to 
decide if, when and how to become a parent. It’s also about the 
ability to survive, and perhaps even thrive, in your own body. It’s 
about the right to abortion care, of course, and to healthy 
pregnancies free of shame. And reproductive justice is about the 
ability to raise children to become adults. 





Why our society needs reproductive justice 


N 
Our societyisanimperialist, colonialist, 
heteronormative, capitalist, patriarchy. — 





Those five words are a lot! Basically, this means that only a 
few people have power and they oppress or unfairly control 
others. The way that our society works especially harms 
women, transgender folks, non-binary folks, Black people, 
Indigenous people, and other people of color. 


FYI: 


Imperialist: a country or group of people 


who control another country or group of We see you 
people, usually to profit offofthem Pa 
Colonialist: the process of controlling pilgr Uns! 
another country and moving or settling ui E 


there without the permission of the people 
who already live there 
Heteronormative: a belief that it's only 


ocean blue in 1492, his 
discovery" of the Americas 


normal for men and women to be in led. to pilgrims coming to 
relationships together which affects how the U.S. & destroying 
people treat others and make choices natwe communities that 
Capitalist: there is no control over how Mere already, be ee 


people own and sell things or services to 
make money 

Patriarchy: a way of organizing society so b 
that men are most powerful 


imperialism, 











Asa quick recap: 


1. The limited idea of reproductive rights/justice: 
Being able to reproduce or give birth. 


2. Our reproductive justice: being able to make 
happy, health, and safe choices about every aspect of 
your life including but not limited to your health. 


There's another kind of reproduction that happens 
too... This reproduction is bigger than each of us 
individually because it is about how society 
reproduces, gives birth to, and makes the same 
unhealthy, unsafe conditions. 





When something is reproduced, it’s replicated. In other words, 
the way that our society is structured continue to replicate itself 
like it has forever and our circumstances will stay the same. This 
is known as “social reproduction. As we can see, marginalized 
communities continue to be oppressed while other communities 
have more access than they need to the resources, money, and 
protection that allows them to live happy, healthy, safe lives. 


some people have achieved reproductive justice and others 
havent. We need to work toward reproductive justice not 
just for our personal life (like in #2) but for everyone. 


2 
- 3 - 3. By thinking about reproductive justice ona 
bigger scale, we can work towards ensuring that 
Mu ~~ we have control over our lives, but also how we 
a > treat each other, our neighborhoods, cities, 
towns, states, country, and world. y 





When we are able to make our society 
happy, healthy, and safe, society will replicate 
or reproduce itself and stay the same (new, better) way. 


So, with reproductive justice, we will continue to have happy, 
healthy, safe lives. We can live in a happy, healthy, society. 


That is the greatest reproductive justice we can achieve. 


det Justice 





The 12 Black women who blazed a trail for the reproductive 
justice movement as we know it today are: Toni M. Bond 
Leonard, Reverend Alma Crawford, Evelyn S. Field, Terri 
James, Bisola Marignay, Cassandra McConnell, Cynthia 
Newbille, Loretta Ross, Elizabeth Terry, ‘Able’ Mable 
Thomas, Winnette P. Willis, and Kim Youngblood. 


Chicago Abortion Fund's executive 
director, co-founder of Black 
Women for Reproductive Justice in 
Illinois. Self describes as “Christian 
ethics and theology scholar.” 





"Former Director, Women of 
Color Partnership at Religious 
Coalition for Reproductive 





Choice and Former Senior D y 
_ BLACK LIVES MATTER & 

Minister at Church of the Open “Ce, ES 

Door" “2d Alma C$? 





% 
£ “Mable qoo 
House of 
Representatives 
member in 
Georgia's State 
Assembly 


Cynthia Newbille: 


National Black 
Women's Health 
Project leader 


Winnette P. 
Willis: Co- 
founder of Black 
Women for 
Reproductive 
Justice in Illinois 
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Lo re RoS? 


Director of first rape 
crisis center in the U.S., 
author, self describes as 
“activist, public 
intellectual, professor” 
at Smith College 


Other folks continuing this work today are: 





| L 
“aura Jimev? 


Executive 
director of 
California Latinas 
for Reproductive 
Justice 


And many more without recognition! 
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Executive 
director of 
SisterSong 
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Rica Simp? 





Executive director 
of If/When/How: 
Lawyering for 
Reproductive 
Justice 


Related, Movements 


There are other issues that impact many people. When people are 
a part of amovement, they organize to work together to achieve 
Shared goals. Movements that relate to reproductive justice are: 


Environmental Justice: focuses 
on ensuring that people interact 
with the environment in ways 





DESTA CEN that protect all humans, 
ade especially people of color, 
aS JEE people who do not identify as 
People hold a sign that reads "WE HAVE THE men, and lower-income people 


SOLUTIONS" with images of people of color holding 
tools for building and gardening, plants, and more. 


Food justice: focuses on 
giving everyone access to 
foods that they want and that 
support their wellbeing 





Poster that says "Sustainable food is ecologically 
responsible, fair and accessible, local, no waste, and 
healthy. 


Economic justice: focuses on 

making the economy better for 
all people so that everyone can 
earn and afford what they need 





Person wearing a mask holds a sign that reads 10 
"Laid-off 10 weeks Unemployment: $0 $0 $0 $0. 








Young person holding sign that reads "ABOLISH ICE 
[Immigrations and Customs Enforcement] NOW! 


Disability justice: focuses on 
the experiences of people with 
disabilities or different 
abilities, especially in spaces 
that are ableist or that unfairly 
treat them differently. 


Abolition: focuses on ending 
(abolishing) one system, 
practice, or institution so that 
we Can create one better in its 
place. Some examples of things 
that people want to abolish are 
Slavery, incarceration, the 
police, borders, and more. 


These movements don't have just one definition. Each 
movement means different things to different people. 


What these movements share is that their goal focuses on 
improving society and often on achieving justice or fairness. 


Many people in the reproductive justice movement are also in 
these movements because the people most affected are similar 
and what these movements want are similar. 
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Social issues that 
reproductive justice addresses 


Ability to access consistent, good quality: 
© -Food (food insecurity) 


Housing (housing insecurity and houselessness) 

y -Jobs that pay living wages 

+, -Healthcare (medical racism when it's because of your race) 

te. -Neighborhoods (environmental racism when it's because of 
= your race) 

A -Childcare 


2 -Eldercare 











Violence because of: 


ag, -Law enforcement (police brutality, incarceration and 
detention) 


€ f + J 
= 


1. -Borders and policy (living undocumented, being 
detained or deported, mistreated Indigenous 
communities, taking of Indigenous land) 





Discrimination because of: 
og “Race (racism) 
O -Gender (sexism) 


y -Sexuality (heterosexism, homophobia, transphobia) 
@ -Income (classism) 


Mhath -Ability (ableism) 12 






Many of these iss 
issue happens, th 


One 


For example, racism can cause police brutality and p 
brutality can cause incarceration, all of which can lead to 
struggling to have consistent food, housing, and work. 








productive justice 
e that prevents 
, safe life belongs 


Q. What issues 
would you add? 
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Resources to get involved and learn more 





There might not be a ton of 
organizations with “reproductive 
justice” in the name but that doesn't 
mean they’re not a reproductive justice 
organization. The best way to get 
involved is to look for local non-profits 
or mutual aid networks that address a 
social issue (ideas on pg. 6 list) and to 
volunteer, donate, or reach out about 
how you can help their mission! 


Recommended reading and watching: 


Reproductive Justice — Sister Song 


SnakegrrlProductions 

How Advocates of Reproductive Justice Found Their Spotlight by Abigail Abrams 
for Time 

What is Reproductive Justice? * Groundswell Fund 





(wearemitu.com) 
Settler colonialism is a reproductive justice issue - Mondoweiss 
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This zine focused on humans. Other En 
animals and living beings matter too, \ l a 
though, and not only because we need E 
them to maintain our ecosystems and 
environments. Achieving a world where 
humans live happy, healthy, and safe 
lives without costing other species their 
happiness, health, and safety would be 
interspecies reproductive justice. 





This zine relied on facts and accurate 
sources but was ultimately shaped by 
one person's opinion. A lot of 

reproductive justice ideas and work is 
personal and up to you, so! hope that 
this zine informs and inspires you, but is 
only the beginning of your engagement 
Má si with reproductive justice. 






Thanks for reading]! 
v 4 SS 
N 








